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his grandmother when first he came to the throne, that
' We Emperors must stick together,' and he promised
himself some fruitful talks with the Tsar when, after his
visit to Vienna, he went to stay with his brother-in-law,
the Grand Duke of Hesse.

So Emperor Francis Joseph, now over seventy, had to
entertain these three prodigious Sovereigns one after the
other in the space of five weeks: their visits were
accompanied with the ritual appropriate to his guests.
The King led off: he drove from the station with his
host through streets unguarded by soldiers, the police
alone kept the way clear between the crowds of Viennese
citizens. He and the Emperor made each other Field-
Marshals of their respective armies, there were the usual
banquets and gala performances, but between these public
engagements the King went about as if he was at home,
and read the papers in the Jockey Club and called on
friends. . . . His nephew came next: William was in
a mood of dynastic severity, determined not to recognise
Countess Sophie Chotek who had lately married the
Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne.
Chancellor Billow argued with him in the train: His
Majesty, he told him, was not coming to Vienna in
order to show his disapproval of royal personages
marrying beneath them, but to confirm the cordial
relations of the Hohenzollerns and the Hapsburgs. The
Hapsburgs had recognised Countess Sophie as the wife
of the heir, and they would be mortally offended if he did
not. Not till the train slowed down in the station at
Vienna could he be persuaded not to consider her invisible.
Thereafter all was majesty and military pomp; it was
soldiers, soldiers all the way, as befitted the reception
of the first War Lord of the Triple Alliance. . . . The